THE TIERRA FEE AND DIVIDEND (TFD) WORKING GROUPS:
Values, Mission, Objectives, Program Areas
Frans C. Verhagen, M.Div., M.I.A., Ph.D., sustainability sociologist,

Founding president, International Institute of Monetary Transformation

www.timun.net; gaia1@rcn.com

Monday, October 25, 2010
“As to methods there may be a million and then some, but principles are few. The man who grasps principles can successfully select his own methods.  The man, who tries methods, ignoring principles, is sure to have trouble”.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1890s.

Introduction
            There are many reformist proposals for a post-Kyoto regime. The TFD is a transformational one. It transforms the international monetary system by basing it upon a carbon standard as a way to combat climate change and advance green economies. One of its major strength following Emerson’s observation is its use of a value-based framework. 
Values

Values are anterior to the development of an organization’s mission and objectives because they set boundaries that determine them. The TFD Working Groups adhere to a value-based planning framework that integrates social and ecological values, much in the same way as the Earth Charter does. The basic value in Tierra Fee and Dividend (TFD) system is climate justice which is based upon the historical fact of the cumulative ecological indebtedness of industrialized nations.
Mission

The aim of the international network of TFD Working Groups is to establish a carbon-based international monetary system that will contribute to combating climate change and advancing low carbon and climate-resilient development. 
Objectives

1. To develop the TFD Working Groups contribute to Monetary Plan of Climate Action (MPCA) by establishing programs of  research, education and action to have MPCA considered by the UNFCCC and, particularly, by Rio 2012 Earth Summit 
2. To urge UN organizations  to incorporate a carbon-based international monetary system (CBIMS) into their planning for low carbon and climate-resilient development
3. To urge international financial institutions (IFIs), governments, business and civil society organizations to incorporate the CBIMS into their planning for low carbon and climate-resilient development
4. Urge governments to sponsor the UN General Assembly Resolution for a UN Commission of Experts on Monetary Transformation and Low Carbon, Climate-resilient Development that would submit its Monetary Plan of Climate Action to the UNFCCC which, in turn, would present its MPCA to the Rio 2012 Earth Summit 
Program Areas
1. TFD Working Group on Research and Development works to develop the TFD in its main value, monetary, financial, economic and commercial dimensions.
2. TFD Working Group on post-Kyoto alternatives surveys and compares.
3. TFD Working Group on Education develops materials for both professional groups and the general public, using in both cases the Tierra Land 2025 Scenario.
4. TFD Working Group on Action which includes, among others, a plan to have nations adopt the above UN General Assembly Resolution.
5. TFD Working Group on UNFCCC, preparing statements for Cancun, South Africa and other conferences, including side events and other inputs.
6. TFD Working Group on United Nations, particularly ongoing activities at its major venues, specifically its headquarters in New York City. For about one year such TFD working group has been functioning there as part of the CoNGO Sustainable Development Committee.
7. TFD Working Group on International Financial, Insurance, Real Estate (FIRE) corporations which, inordinately and adversely, influence the global systems
8. TFD Working Group on China, which as the leader of the Eastern economies is becoming the most important agent for a transformed international monetary system.
9. TFD Working Group on USA, which, as the leader of Western economies, is still in charge of the present ill-functioning international monetary system.
10. TFD Working Group on G20, which also focuses on the International Financial Institutions such as the IMF, World Bank, Bank of International Settlements, 
11. TFD Working Group on G77 which, together with groups such as the Third World Network, is to develop monetary, financial, economic and commercial positions that focuses on the well-being of two-thirds of the world’s population.
12. TFD Working Group on Rio 2012 Earth Summit prepares for the inclusion of a Monetary Plan of Climate Action into its fourth theme of global governance. 
Membership

Anyone who subscribes to the values, mission and major contents of the Tierra Fee & Dividend system is able to contribute his/her abilities to one or more TFD working groups. Indicate your selection of the working group(s) and ways that you think you are able to contribute by writing to gaia1@rcn.com.
Organization 

The International Network of TFD Working Groups will be coordinated by the International Institute of Monetary Transformation, the originating institution of the TFD. It will establish a password protected area at www.timun.net where members of the various can interact within and between the various working groups. 
Conclusion
“Whatever you can do or dream you can, do it. 
Boldness has power, genius and magic in it.” 
Johann Goethe
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